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Dr. Johnson was so busily employed with
his edition of Shakspeare, as to have had
little leisure for any other literary exertion,
or, indeed, even for private correspondence
He did not favour me with a single letter
for more than two years, for which it will
appear that he afterwards apologised. He
was, however, at all times ready to give
assistance to his friends, and others, in
revising their works, and in writing for
them, or greatly improving their
Dedications. In that courtly species of
composition no man excelled Dr. Johnson.
Though the loftiness of his mind prevented
him from ever dedicating in his own person
he wrote a very great number Had he been
busily employed he would, no doubt, have
finished the edition in a few months. He
himself had recorded at Easter, 1765: My
time has been unprofitably spent, and
seems as a dream that has left nothing
behind. Pr. and Med., p. 61. r Jedications
had been commonly used as a means of
getting money by flattery. I. DI sraeli in his
Cala7nities of A uthors, i. 64, says: Fuller s
Chit)-ch History is disgraced by twelve
particular dedications. It was an expedient
to procure dedication fees ;for publishing
books by subscription was an art not yet
discovered. The price of the dedication of a
play was, he adds, in the time of George I,
twenty guineas. So much then, at least,
Johnson lost by not dedicating I rene.
However, when he addressed the Plan of
his Dictionary to Lord Chesterfield ante, i.
212) he certainly came very near a
dedication. Boswell, in the Hypocho
Jtdriack, writes: For my own part, I own I
am proud enough. But I do not relish the
stateliness of not dedicating at all. I prefer
pleasure to pride, and it appears to me that
there is much pleasure in honestly
expressing ones admiration, esteem, or
aflection in a public manner, and in thus
contributing to the happiness of another by
making him better please(Typographical
errors above are due to OCR software and
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dont occur in the book.)
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